PARENT TO PARENT Everyone deserves a PATH

to a bright and inclusive future.

Changes to NDIS plans - Funding Periods

In October 2024 new legislation was put into place for the NDIS and included a number of different
changes to how funding can be used and managed. Many of these changes were implemented
immediately and most participants and service providers are now aware of the impact of the legislation.

However some of the changes were not able to be started immediately as the NDIA needed time to put
their own systems in place to manage this. One example of this is Funding periods.

The legislation stated that funding periods would be introduced to allow the NDIA to change and monitor
how often a participant can access part of their funding. This is documented in Section 33 of the new
legislation however the NDIS online platform called PACE did not have the tools needed to be able to do
this straight away.

From mid May 2025, a new update to PACE has been released to allow the NDIA to introduce these
changes. It is now possible for the NDIA to create longer plans and use a system where the funding is
released in blocks of time which are called ‘Funding Periods.’

Participants can only access the funding period once the timeframe has been reached.

For participants with plans created before 19th of May 2025, this process will not impact your plan until a

new plan is created (via a plan review/reassessment).

If you have a new plan created from mid May, your plan will be broken down into three parts:
1. Your total funding amount: this is the total amount that has been approved for the whole plan
duration.
2. Your funding components: these are the categories of your plan, such as Core Supports,
Capacity Building and Capital funding.
3. Funding periods: this is the breakdown of how much funding can be used based on a period of
time.

How do Funding Periods work?

Each different funding component will have its own funding period. They may be the same for all
categories or it could be different. Participants can only spend within the amounts available for the period
however funds that are not used can be rolled over into the next period. If the plan ends, no funding can
be rolled over and a new total funding amount will be provided.

In the example on the following page, the participant has four main funding periods of three months each
in duration. The participant can only use the amount listed in each funding component (or category).
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Example of funding periods for a 1 year long plan

Total Funding Amount - $50,000

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

Funding Period 1 Funding Period 2 Funding Period 3 Funding Period 4
Core: $10,000 Core: $10,000 Core: $10,000 Core: $10,000
=
=
'.E E CB15: $2,000 CB15: $2,000 CB15: $2,000 CB15: $2,500
=
z§
&1

Assistive tech: $1,500

If between January and March, the participant spends $12,000 of Core funding, they will not be able to
access the additional $2,000 as this exceeds the amount available for this period of time. This may mean
that service providers are unable to claim for supports if the funding period has been exhausted, even if
there is money available in the total budget.

However if the participant only spends $8,000 for the same period, the leftover amount will be added into
the next funding period and they will have $12,000 available.

What to do if your funding is running low

It is not guaranteed that additional funding will be provided if an overspend occurs. Following
the changes to the NDIS legislation additional funding can only be added to a participant plan
in the following situations:
1. If you have experienced financial exploitation or someone has fraudulently accessed
your funding.
2. If the overpayment occurred to prevent a likely threat to your life, health or safety.
3. If you have not been able to request a review because of your disability or there was
no support for you to make a decision making
4. |If there has been a crisis or emergency that changed your support needs.

You may be required to provide evidence to explain your overspend and it is possible that the
NDIS will not cover the cost. In this instance, you will be responsible for the amount owing to
your service providers.

Where can | go for more information?

The following links can be used to learn more about these changes and section 33
e A message from the CEO about supporting you to manage your NDIS funding

e Changes to NDIS funding periods
e How to read your monthly Plan Report Statement
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https://www.ndis.gov.au/news/10728-message-ceo-about-supporting-you-manage-your-ndis-funding
https://www.ndis.gov.au/news/10721-changes-ndis-funding-periods
https://p2pqld.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/How-to-read-your-monthy-Plan-Report-Statement.pdf
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